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Striking a balance
on animal welfare

UL have only to look ag the soaring sales of

E free range eggs 10 see that public oppos-

i b battery farmang is growing apace
A decade ugo Fewer than five per cent of the ien
ballsn egps comsumed every year in Brimin were
free range. Today that figures has gone up to 23
et il

Bui that docsn't mecan the cpg indimtry can
eastly cope with a Cioneridment Jdarechive o
effectvely outlaw all banery cages, More than
three quarers of our eggs are sill produced chan
way and batiery hem® eggs are around 30p per
half doden cheaper than ree range. Thal means
they're always likely 1o be m demamd.

Yet the Oovernmend has pulled the rug from
bemneith poulitry Farmers by anmousnceng ais
sisnfg suipjeort for o batbery Cage ban. Animal
Wedinre Minimer Ellior Morley has announced 5
perisd of consultatson on the issue but has made
1t very elear that he personally Tnvours mot ondy a
s o simall batvery cages — which are dae 1o be
miitlowed gornis Burnpe over the mest en yenrs -
briay mlwis mn e oo chee wse of 5o colfled *enriched™
hamery cuges, which give the birds o perch and o
Istale meore oam,

There & no dispue thar keeping hens in dny
batiery cages is undesirable. The namural way af
| For o chucken imvolves scrobchang nround ina
fickl wgth a Dock of other birds and bedding
duriicit At dikglie 15 a properly prodected Bidn house
Hur sdenlimm has gou 1o bse seenpered wich realism
if Britnins imporiam poulry indusiry is
survive amsd stoy  competitive in the coming
wears

Adial in s sisngply unrcalsbe, in 4 short e
scale, po Borce the ¢livure of all Banery [arms and
still muintain o vinble egg-producing indusory.

In an open marker, which is whay our egg
producers must work within, egg buyers con go
ehewhere 1o pet eggs at the right price il they
aren’t being produced at home.

1f Mr Maorley gets his way and hatiery cages of
all types mre declared illegnl in Britnin in the next
frw years, are oll the supermarkets going 1o
avevid thal the prsce ol their oges will liave o
Fmsct Uk are they gosng 1o go abdoad Tor hels i
because coumries like France comimee o sllow
batery farming, in che Inrger “enrched™ cages,
b gominue#

A e whin knows supermarkets and their
haghly campenbve praciig policees, Enows the
afwwes 1o el guesnon wathow much debste
They'll go abheond,

Here in the Westcounry we produce many
millions of free range eggs. Cur farmers are well
shend of the rest of the counry in shifiing 1o free
range and other hen-friendly egg production
bl

Hust we aluo have some of the biggesi battery
{iFdis 1o e Tind anvwhiere in the country, They
creare & large musnber of jobs pnd earm 8 sizeable
amaoung for the region, Their furure could be in
jeopardy as o resudt of these propesals

A chas ds nanr shie flest giame we've seen MNew
lasbour embrce onimal health  ininimives
without thinking through the wider impacy. We
saw 1t with the bapming of sow sinlls and the
result was the wiriual destruction of ouwr pig
vt anklusiry amd a bag switch by the
rinarkets to pork produced ootside of Bri-
tie, where the stalls were stll permitted, keop-
g vl divas

With char case sl winki these pew MCaires b
oy battery coges for hens, the Governmeng is
acting out of an ecobarely laudable motive o
pmpeuve animal welfore and goe consumens food
prsduced under the best possible conditions.
Feww would argue with that. But there & a grave
danger tha if it proceeds toso Bt and [@als (o take
the concerns of the mdusery in account then litte
will be gained

Adiaitial welfare won't be served iF the only .

gifeet of mitlawsng Barvery len cages s Botam s
i dlenve micl of our egg producthon overseas
ail b Al an g incrense in the pumber of
cununenial barery farms. Yer tho's what could
happen unless this s domee properly

It rabier momic thaa the Mmsiry of Agris
cultuire plaved a Big part sn helping to design the
new ovpe ol larger bhamery cages which were 1o
have beshi immoduced o replace smaller cages
facing the axe. Now MAFFs successor depart-
imamt, Defra, appears ready to dich those new
gages as well im Favour of the e moge solution,
Farmers ore angry and they're warried, Con-
suliariom omn this isswe moss mesn whst ioseys and
chanpes must be delayed until full sgreement s
reached. Anyihing less puis another secior of our
threatemed agricultural indusiry n jeopand .
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As state funding of hospices comes under serutiny, JONATHAN FARNHILL,
Director of Resources at 5t Luke’s Hospice in Plymouth, assesses the financial
cost of a 'priceless’ service
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GUY CHAMNING

@ COMFORT AND CARE: |onathan Farnhill highlights the huge community support for hospices such as St Luke's

It’s time to pay up for
this invaluable service

HE current debate amoumd
state funding of hoapioe is
mely, 51 Liike's & 20

years ald this year and this
has led oo same refbectbon on where
we huve come from snd where we
hope io be in another 20 years. We
can sy with samie confdence that
jissl #hou evervone will Enow some-
one whin has besn cored for by o
hospice, nnd that this core i highly
walued by nll those who experience
ri. It i difficult to imagine what owr
socicty would be like withouwt hios-
pices, 0 bnportant haove they
becums
Howpices themselves have grown
ond diversified over the lusg 30 years,
The developments in nursing snd
medical care have enabled hospices
b rent only support patients as they
g, they have alsa been able o
improve the remadndng days, weeks
and months of o patent's life,
whether at home or withan the hos-
pice. While many patients describe
the core as priceless, it does, of
cuurse, have a cost. If hospices did
mol cxisd, the patients would have 1o
B cared for within hospitals and in
peofile’s homes through the NHS.
The seare waoild be obliped and
regjuired 1o pay for this. [fihis is rrae,
why are hospices nol given the
equivalemt amount o provide chas
care within the hospice fsel®
Hospices are cooght xt presens
betwern fwo government organisn-
s, O the one hand we have the
charity commissiomers who  have
issued guidance wmoting char we
should not be funding work throagh
charmlable donations that is the
rospomsthility of the state. On the
other hsnd we hove tse healds
auchorites, or now the primary care
trusiz, who decide the grant bevel
and who hove many compsting

demands, In effect; if we do oo
receive from the PCTs a grant equiv-
alent to the cost of prowding o
statutary level of care, we are n
danger of brenking the lny by using
charitable fisnds 1o fill the gap. Our
main PCT grant has Incremsed this
year; but only by 2.5 per cenr; and
the salary increase for the NHS i 3.6
per cent. [[ we are 10 ensure our
nuarses and medical seafl ane not
penalised for providing hospice care
by being given o lower salary, we
bave to find the fonds from else-
where. This v arguably dlegal and
sarely, at the least, momily wrong.
These deliberations ke place
within & context where the gram
dioes not cover the costs of the soaru-
tory care we defiver anyway. We ore

puidance on what that stanmory lovel
of care should be for every ares [n ke
hospice. Once thar is agreed we
would then hove o templace for fund-
img. That presumes, of course, that
NICE'S recommendations are sup-
poried by the hospioe movement.

Another dimensson o this debate
is how many hosplees rely on legs-
cies for the remadnder of the fand-
ing. 5t Luke's relies on legacy
mcome even more than it relies on
the NHS grant to continuoe 1o cane,
swame [T700,000 this year. By i
maruse, it is difficult 1o know whether
we will recelve this money. The
fallowing scenarko is entirely pos-
sible: swvings are low within the
hspice, legacy income s slightly
reduced, the WHS geant is fropen and

‘We are still paying through charitable
donations for care that people have been
told should be paid for by state funding’

il paving through chariable dona-
tions for care thar people have been
todd, through the Cancer Plan,
should be paid for by state funding.
We citimate that for us io receive o
grant that eowered the salary costs of
just aur srall on the impatient wnit
(the hospice nlso has & day hospice,
outpatbent clindcs and commaunity
naesingl, along with the drags and
dressings needed, we would need an
incresse in the current grant of same
35 per cent.

In a way this is o temporary prob-
bem, if you can describe o thressyear
problem w1 lempoarary.  MNICE
(Natiomal  Irseinare  for  Clinkeal
Excellence - the health world is
bedevilled by acromyms) s 1o lssue

there Is a naonal above inflation
salary rise for medical and nursing
unff. This could lesd very quschly
bed elosares, which b already hap-
pened at mamy hospices.

Hospices have s clear vision of
whiart they would like to receive. [Tihe
itale were o pay for ihe statutory
basic care, dmiler o whar waald be
provided in o hospical, then che char-
itable donations can be for the
“cxtras™ (higher staffing ratios -
allewing us to devotle morne quakity
tme W patienms, complementary
thernpies, freshly prepared food
etc). It seems illogical for us o
receive & 2.5 pér cent incremse in
grant when salaries rse by 3.6 per
cafil and the sfnual budget spend

for the health service increases by
7.5 et cenil. We fever chidnge for the
care given, so the increased Fundrais-
ing burden must then Bl on the
local commaning

“The way we care for the dying savs
1 ot about our sociery. We ploce §
value on everyone, not for what they
do, or what they have schieved, but
because they exim. Prople stoess
hespice care solely based on neecd
By caring for the dying we are saying
they have an marinsic worth &nd that
wr acknowledge their dme is pres
csouis and they have a rght to be able
1o make the most of 1L

It is thas whach, 1 belicve, inspines
sisch gencrosity and for which cvery-
one who B mvolved in hospices
should be prosid. 51 Lake's has over
470 volemeers who contrdiae 1o ms
work [t is absolutely clear thor the
bacil comsunity belicve m, ond is
committed 10, hospeoe care. It is
unesrly wrong o abiusc this com-
mienent, 1o ask a bocal communaty
1 bt an exceisive fnancial burden
in order oo make ap for shortoom-
ings in stare funding. The exara (50
million for hospices and pallise
care is welcome, but cnly when {and
il it drrives af it destinetson will i
make o difference. A gramt equiv-
alem o the costs of the statutory
care provigled wauld help us reerait
and remin owr sooff, Mosp impor-
tantly, however, it will reasswre owr
eoffmufities that the bospice will be
theere whien they need &

Eximing grant {5 (530,000 and
this would nesd o ipcresse o
£715,000, In this example, aaffing
levels at the hospice are equivalent to
the samc stalfing levels as found
an wcute el derly andt in a hospital (in
practice they are higher than this bt
thin increase then wmkes the care
beyond & smruory provision).
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